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Included:
• 3 pages of implementation notes

• 20 slides for 20 days of bell ringers/daily 
quizzes
– Each bell ringer has editable text to customize for your class 

and the order you teach the content in.

– Note: If you use my Biology Basics unit, there are a few extra 
Prime Times.  This is to help in case you want some options/it 
takes you longer to get through the unit than my unit plans.  
Just know the content of the Prime Times goes in the order in 
which it will be learned throughout the unit, but you won’t 
necessarily need them all.  The ones at the end cover content 
from the entire unit for review.

• Answer key to print for yourself for easy 
reference when grading.
– Answers to each bell ringer are also included in the notes 

section below the slide for quick reference while teaching.

• Optional Answer Sheet to print for your 
students to record their answers.
– Editable format (Word doc) so you can customize for your 

class.

– I just have my students write their answers on a blank sheet of 
paper to save copies though!!  Plus it makes it WAY easier to 
adapt last minute if you choose to use a different Prime Time, 
or didn’t cover as much material as you thought you would!

• Terms of Use

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Biology-Basics-Unit-Distance-Learning-Compatible-2619324
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Overview
I use this as a bell ringer assignment to start off each class period.  There are 
three reasons why I love implementing Prime Times and they have honestly 
completely transformed my classroom culture.  I hope you will grow to love using 
them and that they will benefit your class as much as they have mine!
1. I love Prime Times because I truly believe that the most important time of the 

class period, the “Prime Time”, is the first 5 minutes.  If you can get your 
students settled down, focused, thinking about your subject, and ready to 
learn within the first 5 minutes, you are set up to have a successful 55- or 90-
minute class period with them.  my students appreciate having an 
established routine each and every day.  They know when they walk in 
what is expected of them.  They know what to do and how to do it.  There is 
no lolly gagging in the halls or sitting on each others’ desks chatting before 
the bell rings.  They get in, sit down and start working.  It makes my life so 
much easier! 

2. I love Prime Times because it is an opportunity for me to check in daily and 
see how my students are keeping up with the content.  I don’t have time to 
collect assignments and grade them for accuracy daily.  If I tried, I wouldn’t 
give them as good of feedback as they deserve and I wouldn’t be able to 
get feedback back to them quickly.  Instead, I grade a lot of homework 
and classwork assignments for completion so that we can immediately go 
over them in class.  Then I use the Prime Times to grade something quickly for 
accuracy to see if they actually get it.  Because I am checking in on each 
student daily in this way, I always have a gauge on where my kids are, how I 
need to adjust instruction, and who I need to chase down to come to 
tutoring. It is a more effective and efficient use of my time to grade this small 
5-question assignment daily than it is to try to grade mountains of practice 
handouts at the end of the week when it is already too late to track 
students down to correct their misunderstandings. 

3. I love Prime Times because they motivate students to think about my class 
daily.  Even if the students don’t have homework from me, they know that 
they will have a Prime Time the next day and that they need to spend 15-20 
minutes each night reading through their notes.  Implementing Prime Times 
has gotten my students to start reviewing and studying the content sooner 
than the day before the test.  It is also an opportunity to benefit students 
who are studying and taking notes.  The questions aren’t in-depth, higher 
order thinking questions.  They cover basic concepts from the content 
covered the day before.  Likewise, it motivates absent students to stay 
caught up with their work because I require students with unexcused 
absences to do the Prime Time the day they return.  Both the students and I 
benefit in the end!
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How to Implement

• During class period change, put up the Prime Time on your projector for the next 
class period.  I keep my PowerPoint minimized so it can easily be pulled up.

• I have the students use the same sheet of notebook paper all week.  I pass it back 
during the class change so that it is on their desk face down when they walk in. 
I’ve included an answer sheet if you would like to use it for your kids instead!
� I collect daily and grade it for accuracy.  Each day is worth 5 points.  The grade 

goes into the gradebook on Fridays and they get a total score for the week – 25 
points for 5 days.

• Once the school bell rings, set a timer for 5 minutes.  Students who know they will 
need more time will learn to get to class quicker so they can have extra time 
before the bell rings. 

• Depending on the level of the class, I let them use their notes, not their neighbor, 
to assist with the Prime Time.  Prime Times are ALWAYS done solo (this ensures a 
nice and quiet classroom to start the period, and a more accurate understanding 
of which individual kids don’t get it.) 
� Lower-Level CP classes (or resource students) may need to reference their notes.  

However, they have to be familiar enough with the content and their notes to 
actually be able to answer the questions in five minutes, so I’ve found even though 
I let them use their notes, it doesn’t negatively affect the outcome of using Prime 
Times to assess student understanding.  

� Allowing CP classes to do these open-note also encourages students to take good 
notes in my class so that they will be successful on the Prime Time the next day.

� Honors or higher-level students are not allowed to use their notes (or you can let 
them use their notes but give them less time.)  You can decide what is best based 
on your students!

• I do not answer questions during the Prime Times.  This way the students have 5 
minutes of silence to work and must rely on their notes and their own knowledge, 
instead of me and their friends!
� If students finish early they can sharpen their pencil, turn in homework, go to the 

bathroom, or do whatever else they need to be ready for class. During this time I 
am free to take attendance and collect/spot check homework.

• When the bell rings, students pass all of their Prime Times to the right (or backwards, 
whatever is best for you) and I collect stacks at the end of each row.  Collecting 
them this way keeps them in order and allows me to quickly pass them back out 
and have them on the students’ desks when they come in each day. 

• Once collected, we immediately go over as a class so I can get a general 
assessment of how much kids understand from the previous day and supplement 
instruction as needed.  I get the best assessment though when I grade each 
student’s individual sheet, which I do daily.  

• Lastly, enforce that once the Prime Time bell rings, students should be ready for 
class.  Prime Time should be done, binders are out, pencils are sharpened, 
bladders have been relieved, and they are ready to learn. 
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Includes 210 days of questions 
to be used for bell ringers, daily 

quizzes, or exit slips.

All slides are also editable!
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Biology Basics Prime Times Answer Key  
(answers can also be found in the notes section of each PowerPoint) 

Day 1: (1 pt each) 
1. True 
2. True 
3. False – always turn off when you are walking away or not using!! 
4. False – never eat ANYTHING unless I tell you you can! 
5. False – tell me of EVERY chemical spill. 

 
Day 2: (1 pt each) 

1. Lab coat/apron 
2. Safety goggles 
3. TELL THE TEACHER! 
4. Tied back 
5. Neat and organized 

 
Day 3: (1 pt each) 

1. Test tube 
2. Graduated cylinder 
3. Growing bacteria cultures 
4. Meniscus 
5. Close toed shoes 

 
Day 4: 

1. The cookies are not circles.  The girl has blonde hair. (2) 
2. There are 22 cookies in the pictures. (1) 
3. She took bites out of all of the cookies.  The cookies are red velvet. (2) 

 
Day 5:  

1. Whether or not they attend tutoring/amount of tutoring (1)  
2. Test scores (1) 
3. If the amount of fertilizer increases, then the plant growth will increase. (3) Answers will vary.  Grade 

on proper format. 
 
Day 6: (1 pt each) 

1. Amount of coffee 
2. Test Score 
3. No coffee or water (answer may vary, as long as it is something normal to be used for comparison)  
4. Different amounts of coffee 
5. Same test, same age of students, same type of coffee, etc. Answers will vary. 

 
Day 7: (1 pt each) 

1. Type of shoes 
2. Race time 
3. Non-Nike shoes 
4. Nike shoes 
5. Same race, same age of runners, same training, etc. Answers will vary. 
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Name:             Score:  /25 
 

Prime Time Answer Sheet  
 

Week 1 
Day 1:  
 
1.      2.     3.     4.     5.    
 
 
 
Day 2:         Day 3:  
 
1.         1.         
 
2.         2.         
 
3.         3.         
 
4.         4.         
 
5.         5.         
 
 
 
Day 4:  
 
1.           
 
             
 
2.          
 
3.          
 
             
 
 
 
Day 5:  
 
1.         
 
2.         
 
3.                 
 
 
 
 
 

Includes Answer Sheet for 
each week (plus an editable 

version!) and a printable 
Answer Key!

Answers are also included in the notes section of 
each Prime Time slide



WANT TO SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS?
If you enjoy this resource, PLEASE leave feedback for 
me!  I’d love to hear specifically what you enjoyed and 
how you used this in your classroom so that I can 
continue to create resources that are beneficial to you 
and your students.  Your encouragement and feedback 
mean so much to me!

If you have negative feedback, I would love for you to 
email me first (itsnotrocketsciencestore@gmail.com) so 
that I can serve you best on an individual basis to 
guarantee your satisfaction with my products.  I will 
consider any changes you suggest for the product or 
product description.

Earning TpT credit saves you money on future 
purchases! You can apply the credits you earn 
when you check out to a future purchase.

• Log into your Teachers Pay Teachers account. Go
to ”My Purchases.”
• Beside each purchase, you'll see a ”Provide
Feedback” button. Simply click it, and you will be taken
to a page where you can give a quick rating and leave
a short comment for the product. This is both helpful for
you AND me!  Win win!

CREDITS FOR GRAPHICS AND 
FONTS

THANK YOU!

I hope you find this 
resource to be useful 

to you in your 
classroom and that 

your students enjoy it 
as well!

WANT TO SAVE MONEY ON FUTURE 
PURCHASES?

All clipart was either purchased with permission for commercial use 
from the artists above or created myself.  All photographs are 
either my own, are from public domain or purchased for commercial 
use.  This includes images taken by employees of various US 
Government agencies; images published prior to 1923; or images 
that have otherwise been released to public domain.

WANT TO STAY CONNECTED AND IN THE LOOP? 
• Join my Email List by clicking HERE: Join thousands of other teachers and be the first to receive
It’s Not Rocket ScienceⓇ store updates, exclusive freebies, teaching tips, and more!  This is the best
way to keep up with what is going on at It’s Not Rocket ScienceⓇ.

• Follow me on Social Media: Click the links to the right!

LEGAL NOTICE
Thank you for protecting the hard work that 
went into this resource. By purchasing this 
resource, you are agreeing that the contents 
are licensed to you for your classroom/personal 
use only as a SINGLE user. In accordance with 
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, I retain the 
copyright and reserve all rights to this product.  
With the license you purchased:

You may:
• Use this item for your own classroom,

students, or for your own personal use.
• Buy additional licenses for others to use this

product (at a discount) by visiting your TpT
“My Purchases” page.

• Review this product to recommend others
buy it in blog posts, at PD workshops, or
other venues as long as credit is given to my
store with a direct link to my store/product.

You may NOT:
• Upload this product to any unsecured

website or server that other teachers could
access for free.

• Give this product to others without the
purchase of an additional license for them
(this includes emailing, printing copies, or
sharing through a website, cloud or other
network.)

• Copy or modify any part of this document
for others for free or for sale.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Its-Not-Rocket-Science
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Its-Not-Rocket-Science
https://www.instagram.com/its.not.rocket.science/
https://app.convertkit.com/landing_pages/314452?v=6
https://www.pinterest.com/notrocketsci/
https://www.facebook.com/itsnotrocketscienceclassroom/
https://www.itsnotrocketscienceclassroom.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAhJWACV9UFfmGgAQQ6_0A
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Cher-Room
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Julie-Ridge-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Painted-Crow
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